Negative Inversion (Inversiones Negativas)

When a negative or restrictive adverbial is placed at the beginning of a sentence for emphasis, the
subject and auxiliary verb are inverted (like in a question).

Negative Adverbial + Auxiliary Verb + Subject + Main Verb

Key patterns

Expression Meaning Example

Never (before) Nunca (antes) Never before have | witnessed such
incompetence.

Hardly ... when Apenas ... cuando Hardly had | sat down when the phone rang.

No sooner ... than Nada mas ... que No sooner had the launch begun than sales
plummeted.

Little Poco (con verbos de Little did they know the contract had been

conocimiento) cancelled.
At no point En ninglin momento At no point did he admit to the allegations.
Not only ... but No solo ... sino ... Not only did she win the award, but she also

received a standing ovation.

Note on "Only + time expression”

With Only after | Only when | Not until, the inversion happens in the main clause, not immediately
after the adverbial:

« Only after the meeting ended did I realize the gravity of the situation.

Examples of transformation

1. I had never seen such a beautiful sunset before.

Never before had | seen such a beautiful sunset.

2. There was never a mention of the incident in the report.

At no point was there a mention of the incident in the report.
3. The reunion had only just begun when the fire alarm went off.

Hardly had the reunion begun when the fire alarm went off.



Conditional Inversion (Inversiones Condicionales)

In formal English, if can be omitted in certain conditional sentences by placing should, were, or had
before the subject.

If + subject + verb - Should /| Were | Had + subject + verb

Key patterns

Expression Meaning Example

Should + subject + Si ... (posibilidad futura) Should you need any further information,
base verb please contact us.

Were + subject + to- Si ... (hipétesis Were the company to expand overseas, it
infinitive improbable) would need new investors.

Were + subject + Si ... (situacién Were I in your position, | would accept the
complement hipotética presente) offer.

Had + subject + past Si hubiera ... (tercer Had they known about the delay, they would
participle condicional) have taken a different route.

Note on "Were it not for / Had it not been for"

Use Were it not for + noun for an unreal present condition and Had it not been for + noun for an
unreal past condition:

« Were it not for her help, we would be behind schedule.

e Had it not been for her help, we would have missed the deadline.

Examples of transformation

1. If  would known how stubborn he was, | would have never asked him for help.
Had | known how stubborn he was, | would have never asked him for help.
2. If you ever happen to see him, tell him | said hello.

Should you ever happen to see him, tell him | said hello.



Vocabulary

Term

conductor (noun)

to conduct an
orchestra (verb)

stage (noun)

scenery (houn)

setting (noun)

joy (noun)

bliss (noun)

a treat (noun)

to indulge (verb)
to abate (verb)
flood (noun)

floodgate (noun)

to halt (verb)

to arise (verb)

to rise (verb)

matter (noun)

to regard (verb)
breach (noun)
to breach (verb)

to comply (verb)

Translation

director/a de orquesta

dirigir una orquesta

escenario

decorado; paisaje

contexto; lugar y época en
gue se desarrolla una
historia

alegria; felicidad

dicha; felicidad plena

un capricho; un gusto
especial

consentir; darse un gusto
disminuir; remitir; amainar
inundacion

compuerta

detener; parar

surgir; presentarse

subir; elevarse; aumentar;
ascender

asunto; cuestion

considerar; tener por
incumplimiento; violacién
incumplir; infringir; violar

cumplir (con una norma,
ley u obligacion)

Example

The conductor raised her baton, and the orchestra
began to play.

She conducted the orchestra through a challenging
new piece.

The singer walked onto the stage to greet the
audience.

The play's scenery recreated a Victorian street.

The novel's setting is a small coastal town in the
1920s.

The children shouted with joy when the results were
announced.

Lying in the sun after the hike was pure bliss.

Having a day off after a busy week was a real treat.

Her grandparents often indulge her.
The storm finally abated towards morning.
The flood destroyed several homes along the river.

The town opened the floodgates to release excess
water.

The authorities halted construction after discovering
the damage.

Several problems arose during the negotiations.

Prices continued to rise throughout the year.

The issue is a serious matter that needs immediate
attention.

The committee regards the proposal as impractical.
The company was accused of a breach of contract.
The company breached the terms of the contract.

All applicants must comply with the regulations.



Term
duty (noun)

to plummet (verb)

lucrative (adjective)

to delegate (verb)

Translation
deber; obligacion

desplomarse, caer en
picado

lucrativo, rentable

delegar, asignar tareas

Example
It is the government's duty to protect public safety.

Share prices plummeted after the CEO announced his
resignation.

The merger proved to be highly lucrative for both
firms.

A good manager knows when to delegate
responsibilities.



